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Gospel Doctrine. 
As brother Holsiofter writes so 
kindly and frankly of my so*- 
geationa in a previous article, 1 
will m«ke bold to try it again. 
I believe that there is much that 
can be taught and learned by 
discussion in a kind Christian 
apirit. I will say nothing aboot 
the Contention this time, aa I 
tee othera are taking op that 
■object, and are doing it proper 
justice. There ie a passage in 
"Convention Work No. 2," that 
I will take as a text as it were. I 
will not preach, bat merely offer 
i -law remark!." There ie a 
good deal in brother Henry's ar 
tide that ia good, and beyond 
jnst criticism. Bnt I imsgine 
that there is an undercurrent of 
something that may prove some- 
what harmfnl to the building op 
of tree Christian piety. The 
text shall be thia r— 
"We need more gospel teach- 


ing, in onr paper 


m 


the pnlpit, 
and every- 


in onr conventions, 
where else." 

This sentiment is all right, and 
the worst faultfinder in the world 
can find no fault with it. But 
taken in its connection with 
what precedes and what follows, 
the impression is left that the 
word Gospel only refers to the 
outward ordinances of the church. 
Now brethren, honestly is not 
this going too far? Are we to 
cripple onr usefulness, and dis- 
gust everybody, by making them 
believe that this is all that there 
is taught in the gospel? Are 
we to be the mere upholders of 
certain forms, without h Bring the 
higher and grander principles oi 
lile brought out conspicuously ? 
Doea Bro. Henry or any member 
of- our church believe that these 
ordinances are the most import 
ant part of the Christian life? 
Are they not rather the means 
which Christ instituted to 
teach ub the higher, practical les- 
son of living right ? Are they 
not given us to develop love, joy, 
brotherly kindness and the other 
virtues that should grace a Chris- 
tian heart? They are not the 
virtues themselves, if they were 
they would be saving ordinances, 
and the mere observance of them 
would make our salvation sure. 
To preach, write, and discuss 
these subjects alone would tnrn 
as into regular out-and-out form- 
alists. It ib peculiar that we 
very seldom hear anything about 
the great design of these ordin- 
ances. But that all our time 
and labor is spent to prove that 
they are actually commanded. 
The only "gospel peculiarity" 
that I read of is given us by 
Christ himself. It is this, "By 
this shall all men know that ye 
are my disciples if ye love one 
another." 

To develop the graces of the 
soul, these ordinances should be 
taught and expounded. They 
are mtant of grace, and not the 
grace itself. We can continue 
to magnify these ordinances, un- 
til they will become the whole 
gospel to us. 

We talk about the "commands" 
of Christ, until they have come 
to mean the ordinances and the 
ordinances alone. Ia thia scrip- 
tural ? We am guilty, when we 
make the ordinances the wkoU 
gospel, of doing much harm. We 
take certain texts trom the scrip- 
ture and magnify them above all 
othere, and the "others" some- 
times are the most im portent 
Let me illustrate. In the Lord's 
sermon we take out the text : 
"But I say onto yon, Swear not 


at all ; neither by heaven ; for it 
is God's throne: 

Nor by the earth ; tor it ia his 
footstool : neither by Jerusalem ; 
for >t ia the oity of the great 
King. 

Neither shall thou swear by 
thy head, because thou canst not 
make one hair white or black. 

But let your communication 
be, Yea, yeas Nay, nay: for 
whatsoever ia more than these 
cometli of evil." 

Now we are very particular 
that this shall be a feature in our 
doctrine, and a prominent one at 
that. The fact ia we have mag- 
nified it away above many others 
that are mentioned in the same 
sermon. Take for instance the 
direct and emphatic command, 
"Lay not up for yourselvea treaa- 
urea upon earth, where moth and 
rust doth corrupt, and where 
thieves break through and steal." 
Now who has ever undertaken 
to insist upon this as being a 
prominent feature of our church! 
If a creed was to be formulated, 
I will venture the assertion, that 
this would not be thought of. 
Then who authorized as to be 
the choosers of what shall form 
our ■'peculiarities," and which 
we shall reject. Yes it was the 
gospel that we accepted, and I 
lor one will never be satisfied 
with anything less; neither will 
any of our brethren. We need 
only to do a little thinking about 
this to see where we stand. 

It our "peculiarities" only em- 
brace the outward ordinances of 
the gospel, we will be the worst 
creedists in Christendom. I have 
no objection to a catalogue of 
our ordinances being made out, 
but I do object to them being 
adopted as the interpretation of 
a whole gospel. Let ua give 
them their proper place in the 
Christian work, nothing more. 
As they do not constitute all of 
tbegoapel, we must not write 
and preach aa if they were. 

Now brethren, I appeal to you 
is there not danger of as judging 
the Christian life, according to 
our adherence to what we term 
our ordinances ? If these are 
kept ho undnly and pre-eminent- 
ly prominent, it is no wonder 
thdt some of our men fall, the 
ontward is emphasized to the 
neglect of the inner principles. 
The standard of Christian life is 
too low when they are complete- 
ly centered oo the ordinances. 
When we talk of the gospel it is 
understood the ordinances are 
meant, and when we talk o f the 
'ordinances" we mean the out- 
ward ceremonies and them alone. 
I know that I have thrown my- 
self open to severe criticism, bot 
if it will be for the better inter- 
pretation and a broader concep- 
tion of gospel truth, it will be 
for the beet. We claim to be 
"progressives." That means 
much, and I do not think remain- 
ing amongst the "first principles" 
and refusing to go beyond the 
ordinances ie very progressive. 
We have adopted the motto at 
the head of this paper, ■ So let 
us get it into our hearts as well 
as in the paper. "Let us go on 
unto perfection." This does not 
mean to adandon the "first prin- 
ciples" but that they may answer 
their end in bringing out the 
deeper and higher principles. 
Maboh. 


Lathrop Business Meeting. 
On the 14th inst, the Lathrop 
church met in a business meet- 
ing. Bro. J. P. Wolf occupied 
the chair. The writer waa ap- 
pointed to take the minutes. 
The meeting opened by sinning 
and prayer, after which the fol- 
lowing business was transacted : 
First. The standing of the 
members was taken, which re- 
sulted in peace and union, there 
being twenty members present. 

Second. Suggestions were of- 
fered in regard to communions. 
It was deoided to have our com- 
munion every three months, and 
to hold them in a more private 
way. 

Third. A question. — "Is it 
right and lawful according to 
Scripture, to receive applicants 
into the church, trom secret so- 
cieties, that are not oath bound, 
if they believe in the Lord Jesus 
Christ r Considered righ t, yes, 6; 
no 4, the remainder remaining 
neutral. 

Fourth. Bro. 8. K. Holsinger 
was appointed aa delegate, to 
represent the California church 
at the coming convention. Also 
a committee of three were ap- 
pointed to wait opon Bro. Hol- 
singer with proper instructions. 
The meeting adjourned by sing- 
ing and prayer. 

B. G. Frederick. 
Mayltith,l«87. 


Mid-Summer 

CANVASS ! 

There are about a thousand members of the Brethren Church 
who should be 

SUBSCRIBERS..* the EVANGELIST, 

And as an inducement to help such to become acquainted with 
their church paper, it will be sent from the time the subscription 
is received until 

Jan. 1, 1888, for only 50 cents in advance. 

We need their patronage and they need the EVANGELIST 
and we trust mtr agents and weU-wishers wiU improve commun- 
ion occasions and other meetings to secure ftatr subscriptions. 

THERE ARE MANY SYMPATHIZERS 

Also who will gladly subscribe if this offer is made known 
to them and in W$ way its influence wiU be extended and our 
Cause prospered. 

Let there be a nnited effort along the line 

To swell our list five hundred or a thousand wtthin the next 
sixty day,. Addres-^ ^^^ pua H0USE , 

Ashland, Ohio. 


RAILROAD. 

(l«liiilshlnlW«*n ILtuUsn 
Railroad Time Table. 

New York, Pennsylvania k Ohio 

ADOPTED MAY sand- 1887 . 


Huntington, lad. 
May 26.— As items of news 
seem desirable, I will say that 
brother J. H. Swihart came on 
the evening of the 17th instant, 
and has been holding services op 
to this date. The meetings are 
growing in interest. I will give 
the results in the future. There 
are several applications for mem- 
bership at this time. 

We are arranging for a com* 
muuion service on Friday even- 
ing of thia week and will contin- 
ue meeting over Babbatb. 

Bro. Palmer came over trom 
Sidney and assisted in the ser- 
vices, lie premised to come to 
oar communion and remain over 
Sabbath. 

Brother Summers is at Eaton, 
and I go to Manchester over the 
Sabbath, so yon see we are 
changing around a little. 

I Have been hindered in my 
work with rheumatism but I am 
better now. 

B. K. Binklev. 
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A perfect THerelM* 
• rrlcr. New M«n' 
Iron, etwel end wood 
, track canteri. The 
■iinpleet enrriere need. 
Doable end ai ngl e her* 
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MeMU OReyTorl... door end banging ruBee,*. 
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th aanea 1*1 asbahsbsiits. 

Xi. i. penmen relate Bl<*Jpl»« tjoarbee Iron 
HunKlltirllle to Ublt*»° eao] OlBiiul. 

tio.l. PnllmnB Pelnce Bleeping CshIhv, end 
Ih-ealer U«y u<«Iim. No \<nl to tlilreee Tie 

neeBieeplie: W-h Muielu i« Uncle net I, eed 
ESliilnii Cbelr lir li»eiie»lo*n to r«ne. Tie 
ewlu«Ad ead I. LtW.Vr. l*«lor Cer Bet- 
fitj taOlBtclenfl- 

Ko.t. rultnieo BeffM Slwple* OeeMi. New 
VorkWHi. LiiBlB vlB VI pel a ii a II. In i emurriln 
IlihOhlD*MlB«UelBn1 »!., elm rulliBen Uul«' 

l«"J"™j r v...l' u tneniBiio. noiiu 
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■ 
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rerlor L*r 


Owing to it being the busy 
season ot the year, we concluded 
to close our meeting at Somerset. 
On Lord's day after aervices we 
repai red to the water side and a 
large congregation witnessed the 
baptismal scene that followed. 
J. W. Fitzgerald, 

Boann, I mi., May 24th. 


l-eUwaii FbIbm bl«plaa t-o«b™ end 
Mertiin anil thlredo * Allantlc 


akamn rur'any ilea, or liaa«ii(i!ra 
C'lc* claml li> nnffalo. 

Ko. Hand Hare ni to MHMSJBJ *■>*■«■ 
... ibr Krk iaan-eeaad "111 not rerry DaeMnef", 
;i2J. Ihat S» P "l -111 rerr, »•.>■•» bel*«n 
L*e,llttbor, and Headallle .la yonneatowb. 

Mo "Slejutyer" ellowi-d upon I.Mai Tlckeu. 

A *. "LARK? "..Iilaal Ucaerel r-M«nier 

Aycni, oSmnaa, o. 

j n. BHALKH. (ianeral bnperteieod.ot, «.!(«. 
lend, t>. 


Constipation Has Many VictiniB, 
and the endeavor to And wllet with 
the catlisrtic, the Injection, the aper- 
ient »nd laxative are distressing 
These are restored to time and attain, 
trotllthe sufferer Is almost In despair, 
as be irslns only s brief respite, 

By takini, Simmons Liver Rea-ulstor, 
the boweli will be gently moved as 
naturally " If no medklne had been 
tvken. Regularity In taking the medi- 
cine will soon effect s permanent relief. 


State of Ohio, Cm of Toledo, J 
Lucas Coomtt, S. S. i 

Frank J. Chsney mskesoath that 
lie is the senlur partner of tbe flrm of 
F. J. CHEMET & Co., doing business 
in tbe City of Toledo, County and HUte 
aforesaid, snd that said linn will pay 
tbe sum of OltE HUNDRED DOI* 
LARS for each: and every caa« ot 
Catabrh that can not be cured by 
the use of Hall's Cataarb Core. 

FRASK J. CHENEY. 

Sworn to before me and subscribed 
In my presence, this nth day of Decem- 
ber, a. d., m 

A.W.GLEASON, 
gKAL J ■ .Votary Putltc. 


The Greatest Offer 
Tet! 

A Lady or Gentleman who 

is willing to work at selling 

the most 

Valuable Medlctae 


The Brethren Hymnody ! 
Loott. Herel 

As an inducement to early 
orders, I will make the follow- 
ing upecialjprices on the Htm- 
nody, for all ordei-B acootn- 
paniee by cash, received be- 
iore July 1st, 1887. 

Board covem, per eopy, by 
mail, prepaid, 35cta ; per doz 
en, by express, not prepaid, 
$3 GO ; cloth covci-s, per copy, ^ 
by mail, prtpaid, 50cts ; per 
dozen, by express, not pre- 
paid, $5.00. 

I also have a limited num- 
ber of the '*Bashor *nd Dillon 
Debate," the last of the edi- 
tion, that I will mail, prepaid, 
in paper covers, 20cts ; in 
cloth covers, 35cts. 

Addnai all ordara to 

if. O. ElTxriJX*, 

424 South Franklin Street, 

South Bend, Ind. 


The Dayton Convention. 

Tn« proceed I ate at tbeUafUa • eaeeaUoa, or 
Brethren Canrch, are eaatalaed la a nee I 
pen phlet of V peaw. Send end set e cop*. MM 
u Dante, an It. 

BKCTHKIN rCB. aoUBI. 


J SEAL > 


P. B.— Hall's Catarrh Cure Is taken in- 
ternally and acts directly upon tbe 
blood and mucus - surfaces of the sys- 
tem. Send tor testimonials, free. 

F. J. CHENEY A CO.|Tolsdo, O. 
fg- gold by Druggists, 76 cents. 


Of - 

Dr. RIDDLES 

CELEBRATED 
Compound Balsam, 

Ot Hoarnonad. Tola, Lemon Lungwort ml olh- 
et Vegetable ln»realen!e, tor the Certain Cut, 
ol Cougn«, Colde, HoereeiUM, Wnooplng-Ooogli 
Croop, Soanieea ol ib» Laage end Cheat, end flree 
paMialletloCoiienmptlee petlenla In ell elagee 
ol tbe dlaeaat ; and wbeo aace need In a famllT It 
la alnoal an Indiepenelblo ai title. 

Price, per bottle, SO cents. 

Write el once lor lenne end onr tndaoemenln 10 
ageDta.tor IntrodBelng It la loealltlse whan It Ie 
not now eold. 

All Or 
Itt* 


The Annual. 

The Brethren Annual Is distinctly a 
church document this year. It con- 
tains 40 pages, and -rill be mailed to 
•ny address at the following prices : 
SlnRleCopy - Bo - 

Six Copies a6 °- 

Twelve Copies ■ - &*. 
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